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N.H. Preservation Alliance Awards Grants to Eighteen Community Landmarks  
in Partnership with The 1772 Foundation  

 
 
CONCORD, NH – The N.H. Preservation Alliance, in partnership with The 1772 Foundation, has 
awarded grants totaling $125,000 to eighteen private non-profit organizations in New Hampshire to assist 
in preserving their historic structures.  Funding will support a range of exterior projects to improve 
weather resiliency including new roofs, masonry repointing, repainting, windows restoration, and gutter 
restoration. Four organizations have been awarded grant funds to support repairs to new foundations, and 
one to help fund repairs to an historic dam supporting one of New Hampshire last operating 
water-powered mills. In some cases, the grants will advance multi-phase projects, while in others the 
funding will help a non-profit get started or complete important maintenance and repair work.  
 
The grants will assist community landmarks across the state, from Grafton County to the Seacoast to the 
Monadnock Region. Awards range from $2,500 to the grant maximum of $10,000.  Each grantee is 
required to provide 1:1 matching funds for their project.  
 
The buildings that will benefit include four 18th century structures, with the oldest being a rare surviving 
horseshed on a National Register-listed property where 30 minutemen departed for Lexington, MA on 
April 21, 1775. Uses include housing, community meeting spaces, nonprofit headquarters, history 
museums, and historical societies. Two of the awardees had previously been named to the Preservation 
Alliance’s annual Seven to Save endangered properties list. 
 
Applications were reviewed by a selection committee of experts and the New Hampshire Preservation 
Alliance staff. “We are so pleased to again be offering these grants in partnership with The 1772 
Foundation to worthy projects across the state,” said Beverly Thomas, deputy director of the Preservation 
Alliance. “This year, The 1772 Foundation’s investment in New Hampshire is protecting and revitalizing 
eighteen historic buildings, significant to their communities and beyond, by bringing needed capital 
investment to community landmarks while supporting local businesses and tradespeople.”  
  
Grant criteria included the uniqueness or significance of the resource, imminence or severity of threat to 
the resource, availability of additional funding, a demonstrated understanding of the building’s needs, and 
the proposed plan’s adherence to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 
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New Hampshire Grant Recipients: 
●​ Mill Hollow Heritage Association (Alstead), Chase’s Mill dam spillway repair: $10,000 
●​ Andover Historical Society (Andover), Potter Place Northern Railroad Freight House exterior 

painting: $2,500 
●​ Ashland Historical Society (Ashland), Whipple House roof replacement: $9,900 
●​ Brentwood Historical Society (Brentwood), Waldron Store/Keeneborough Grange foundation and 

sill repair: $5,000 
●​ Canterbury Shaker Village (Canterbury), North Shop slate roof repairs and painting: $8,000 
●​ Mascoma Valley Preservation (Dorchester), Cheever Chapel new foundation and sills: $10,000 
●​ Effingham Preservation Society (Effingham), Weare Drake Store exterior painting: $4,800 
●​ Historic Harrisville, Inc. (Harrisville), Abel Twitchell House clapboard replacement and painting: 

$8,000 
●​ Hinsdale Historical Society (Hinsdale), South Tobacco Barn roof replacement: $8,000 
●​ Historical Society of Cheshire County (Keene), Horse Shed at the Wyman Tavern sill repair and 

new frost walls: $9,000 
●​ New London Historical Society (New London), Griffin Barn sill replacement and door repair: 

$6,750 
●​ Friends of Centennial Hall (North Hampton), Centennial Hall gutter restoration with new 

downspout: $4,550 
●​ Penacook Historical Society (Penacook (Concord)), Nathaniel Rolfe House window restoration: 

$5,000 
●​ Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire (Portsmouth), Black Heritage Trail Headquarters sill 

repair, clapboard repair/replacement, and painting: $8,000 
●​ Proprietors Portsmouth Athenaeum (Portsmouth), Portsmouth Athenaeum masonry repointing 

and trim repair: $8,000 
●​ Cathedral of the Pines Foundation (Rindge), Cathedral House new roof: $10,000 
●​ Salisbury Historical Society (Salisbury), Hearse House Museum exterior painting: $5,000 
●​ Union Village Community Association (Union), Lyle Drew Mill foundation repair and sill 

replacement: $2,500 

 
The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance strengthens communities and stimulates local economies by 
encouraging the protection and revival of historic buildings and places.  
For more information, visit nhpreservation.org.    
 
The 1772 Foundation was named in honor of its first restoration project, Liberty Hall in Union, NJ, 
which was built in 1772 and is the ancestral home of the Livingston and Kean families. The late Stewart 
B. Kean was the original benefactor of The 1772 Foundation. The 1772 Foundation works to ensure the 
safe passage of our historic buildings and farmland to future generations. More information about The 
1772 Foundation may be found at 1772foundation.org. 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​      
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Detailed Descriptions of the grant recipients are listed below in alphabetical order by town. 
 
 
 
Alstead, Mill Hollow Heritage Association, Chase’s Mill (1912) 
 
Chase’s Mill is one of New Hampshire’s last operating water-powered mills. The repair will allow 
community members and visitors to see the tools in motion to understand how Chase’s Mill operated prior 
to electricity. Chase’s Mill is listed on the NH State Register and is eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. This $10,000 grant will help repair or replace the concrete “cap” on the dam that holds 
back the water that powers the historic woodworking tools in the Mill.  
 
“Chase’s Mill, one of New Hampshire’s few operational historic water-powered mills, exists as a 
community gathering space and a living museum that embodies the history of small-town industry in New 
England, inspiring curiosity about a sustainable future. The funds provided by the 1772 Foundation 
through the NH Preservation Alliance will enable the water power system to operate safely for many 
years to come, providing visitors a unique glimpse of history and industry in rural New Hampshire,” said 
Joe Levesque, Board Member, Mill Hollow Heritage Association.  
 
Andover, Andover Historical Society, Potter Place Northern Railroad Freight House (early 1900s) 
 
This $2,500 grant will help the Andover Historical Society paint the exterior of the Potter Place Northern 
Railroad Freight House and replace the freight deck. Once these phases are complete, the building will 
serve as a museum as well as a workshop for the Historical Society. The freight house is a contributing 
structure to the East Andover Village Center Historic District.  
 
“The continued preservation of the Potter Place Freight House, dating back to the early 1900s, is vital as 
only a handful of freight houses in New Hampshire remain in their authentic state and at their original 
sites. This freight house forms part of a historically significant complex associated with the Northern 
Railroad, situated next to the 1875 Potter Place depot—widely regarded as one of the finest examples of 
19th-century wooden railroad stations in the state, drawing hundreds of visitors annually,” said Bonny 
Morris, Board Trustee, Andover Historical Society. 
 
 
 
 
Ashland, Ashland Historical Society, Whipple House (1837) 
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This grant will help the Ashland Historical Society preserve their museum house as well as the collections 
inside of it through a new roof. This National Register listed building is open to the public and serves as a 
teaching tool to the community and beyond through living history programs and curated exhibits. 
 
“We gratefully acknowledge the NH Preservation Alliance in partnership with The 1772 Foundation for 
their grant award to the Ashland Historical Society. Their grant will help fund an entire new roof so we 
can further plan more conservation treatments to stabilize, restore, and protect the museum’s architectural 
heritage for future generations,” said Kendall B. Hughes, President, Ashland Historical Society. 
 
Brentwood, Brentwood Historical Society, Waldron Store/Keeneborough Grange (1857) 
 
This $5,000 grant will help fund needed foundation and sill repair to the Waldron Store/Keeneborough 
Grange building. This State Register listed building has served many purposes over the years and has a 
long and distinguished cultural role in the town. 
 
“This grant will help fund the sill and foundation repairs that are a structural necessity for our Grange 
building.  We are grateful to The 1772 Foundation and the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance for this 
support which will enable the prolonged community use of the building,” said Dexter Swazey, Brentwood 
Historical Society. 
 
Canterbury, Canterbury Shaker Village, North Shop (1841) 
 
The North Shop is a contributing resource in the Canterbury Shaker Village’s National Historic Landmark 
designation. This $8,000 grant will help fund needed repairs to its leaking slate roof and exterior paint. 
These repairs are necessary to preserve this building as well as protect the collections inside. It is a 
standalone project that complements major ongoing preservation efforts at Canterbury Shaker Village.  
 
“Canterbury Shaker Village is thrilled to receive this grant from the New Hampshire Preservation 
Alliance and 1772 Foundation. It is often hard to raise money for small, unsexy projects like painting and 
repairing the slate roof at the North Shop, despite their importance in preserving this National Historic 
Landmark. This grant will allow us to move forward with this project now, before the building’s condition 
gets worse,” said Erin Hammerstedt, Executive Director, Canterbury Shaker Village. 
 
Dorchester, Mascoma Valley Preservation, Cheever Chapel (1905) 
 
This grant will match an awarded Land and Community Heritage Investment Program grant to replace the 
foundation under Cheever Chapel. Work will also include drainage, sill repair/replacement, and bell tower 
roofing. This 1905 chapel is on the State Register and nominated for the National Register. It is one of the 
few identifiable landmarks in Dorchester. 
 
"’It's so cute!' is the refrain we hear most about Cheever Chapel, and for a small building in a town with 
fewer than 350 residents, Cheever Chapel certainly punches above its weight. Nearly everyone we talk to 
has a memory there, and thanks to this matching grant [from the NH Preservation Alliance and 1772 
Foundation], we can ensure critical foundation and structural work will keep the beloved landmark 
standing for another century,” said Andrew Cushing, Executive Director, Mascoma Valley Preservation. 
 
 



 
 
Effingham, Effingham Preservation Society, Weare Drake Store Building (c. 1816) 
 
The Weare Drake Store Building is a community gathering space that was built by one of the town’s 
founders. The Effingham Preservation Society has been rehabilitating the building for two years and this 
$4,800 grant will help further their process as the exterior of the building is in need of new paint. 
 
“This project will protect the building’s historic character, ensuring its longevity as a community resource 
and as a community landmark. By preserving this building, we honor the Town's early guiding figures and 
protect the stories that are woven into our community's history,” said Karen Payne, President, Effingham 
Preservation Society. 
 
Harrisville, Historic Harrisville, Abel Twitchell House (1774) 
 
The Abel Twichell House is the only 18th century structure in Harrisville and was the home of the first 
settler in Harrisville Village. It is of “premier significance” to the National Historic Landmark of 
Harrisville Village. This $8,000 grant allows Historic Harrisville, LLC to replace exterior clapboards, 
completing the necessary restoration of this building. 
 
“The Twitchell House is the only 18th-century structure still standing in Harrisville, and the original 
home of the first settler in Harrisville village, Abel Twitchell. This 1772 Foundation grant will be critical 
in repairing the exterior envelope of this significant building used for affordable housing in the National 
Historic Landmark District of Harrisville,” said John Knight, Executive Director, Historic Harrisville, 
Inc. 
 
Hinsdale, Hinsdale Historical Society, South Tobacco Barn (late 19th century) 
 
The Col. Ebenezer Hinsdale homestead is a State historic site and is eligible for the National Register. 
This $8,000 grant will help fund a new roof for the barn on the property that will help ensure the 
protection of their extensive collection of historic farm tools.    
 
“The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance Grant Program in partnership with The 1772 Foundation 
provides essential support that enables the Hinsdale Historical Society to preserve and maintain an 
important part of our community’s heritage for future generations. Continued investment in the 
maintenance and protection of this historic property ensures that its cultural, educational, and historical 
value will remain accessible and meaningful to residents and visitors alike,” said John Smith, President, 
Hinsdale Historical Society. 
 
Keene, Historical Society of Cheshire County, Horse Shed at the Wyman Tavern (c. 1762) 
 
This $9,000 grant will help fund the first phase of a comprehensive carriage shed preservation project at 
Wyman Tavern. This phase will address the most critical structural issues identified in a 2025 barn 
assessment by establishing the foundation for subsequent phases. This Revolutionary War-era carriage 
shed is on the National Register and is the last building on the property to undergo restoration. 
 
“As we approach America's 250th anniversary, the 1772 Foundation's support is exactly what we needed 
to preserve our 1762 carriage sheds. As the site where local minutemen marched off into the 
Revolutionary War, your support affirms that preserving places where ordinary people shaped history 
matters,” said Jennifer Carroll, Executive Director, Historical Society of Cheshire County. 



 
 
 
New London, New London Historical Society, Griffin Barn (1790) 
 
Structural repairs to failing sills and deteriorated doors will allow the New London Historical Society to 
safely expand public access to this 18th-century building that is foundational to understanding the town’s 
early history. The $6,750 grant will allow the barn’s use as a venue for school programs, expand hands-on 
learning opportunities for students, and ensure continued use of the campus for public lectures and 
community events. 
 
“Preserving the Griffin Barn means preserving a living connection to New London’s earliest history. 
Thanks to the 1772 Foundation’s support, this remarkable 18th-century building will continue to inspire 
students, residents, and visitors through hands-on learning and community programming for years to 
come,” said David Crandall, Board Member, New London Historical Society. 
 
North Hampton, Friends of Centennial Hall, Centennial Hall (1876) 
 
Since the Friends of Centennial Hall assumed ownership of this property, there have been over a dozen 
revitalization and preservation efforts funded by the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program, 
town warrant article support, various foundations, and the community. This $4,550 grant will repair a 
gutter that is located above an entrance to this building and reinstall a missing downspout. The Friends of 
Centennial Hall are committed to rehabilitating and maintaining this National Register landmark as a 
community gathering space. 
 
“We are deeply honored to receive this generous grant from the NH Preservation Alliance. This support is 
vital in preserving the historic character of Centennial Hall, ensuring that essential restoration work like 
our gutter and downspout project can protect this beloved landmark for future generations. We are 
grateful to our community and partners who share our commitment to maintaining Centennial Hall as a 
cherished gathering place for North Hampton and the greater seacoast region,” said Marcy McCann, 
Board President, Friends of Centennial Hall. 
 
Penacook (Concord), Penacook Historical Society, Nathaniel Rolfe House (1774) 
 
A $5,000 grant will help support the Penacook Historical Society’s campaign to repair and paint the 
windows in the 1774 Nathaniel Rolfe House. The need for this window restoration is critical as glazing 
and paint are failing, small cracks are appearing in the wood, some sash are sagging, and some glass is 
cracked. There is also a missing sash that will be replaced and a damaged sill that will be repaired.  
 
“The 1774 Nathaniel Rolfe House is the oldest remaining house in Penacook village, like a time capsule 
with over 250 years of local history. This grant will help us restore the original windows, a big step 
toward preserving and opening the house to the public for the first time ever,” said Lianne Keary, 
President, Penacook Historical Society. 
 
Portsmouth, Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire, Black Heritage Trail Headquarters (c. 1800) 
 
This project will repair the front sill and repair and replace clapboarding as needed, as well as paint the 
exterior. The Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire is a member of the Portsmouth Historic Sites 
Associates and the Greater Portsmouth Chamber Collaborative. They present programs in cooperation 
with many partner organizations and their headquarters building serves as a meeting point for many 



 
 
walking tours. This $8,000 grant will help fund the sill repair, clapboard repair and/or replacement, and 
exterior painting on this building that is a contributing resource to the Portsmouth Downtown Historic 
District.  
 
“We are thrilled to have this support for the proper preservation of our historic headquarters from the 
1772 Foundation and NHPA. This comes at a critical time for our organization and the preservation of 
NH’s Black history,” said JerriAnne Boggis, Executive Director, Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire. 
 
Portsmouth, Proprietors Portsmouth Athenaeum, Portsmouth Athenaeum (1805) 
 
This $8,000 grant will support Phase 1 of a planned three-phase multi-year restoration for the Portsmouth 
Athenaeum’s landmark historic buildings located at 9 and 6-8 Market Square. The Athenaeum Board of 
Directors reviewed their contractor’s detailed assessment of all work to be done and decided to prioritize 
the exterior work as the first phase of the project. The masonry and trim on the facade need to be repaired 
due to weathering. 9 Market Square is individually listed on the National Register and listed as focal in 
the Portsmouth Historic District Survey. 6-8 Market Square was built in 1805, collapsed in 1981 and was 
reconstructed using the original facade bricks in 1985.    
 
“The Portsmouth Athenaeum is extremely grateful to the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance and the 
1772 Foundation for this generous grant award to assist us in restoring the façade of our 1805 National 
Register listed building, one of the most immediately recognizable in our state,” said Thomas M. 
Hardiman, Jr, Keeper & Executive Director, Portsmouth Athenaeum. 
 
Rindge, Cathedral of the Pines Fondation, Cathedral House and Barn (c. 1877) 
 
This roof replacement project on the 1877 house will kickstart the Cathedral of the Pines Foundation’s 
much larger project of fully renovating and adaptively rehabilitating the house and barn on site. This 
$10,000 grant partially offsets the cost of re-roofing the house in its entirety – including weatherproofing 
membranes, shingles, flashing, drip-edges, and vents. This is a crucial step to protecting the existing 
structure and prevent any further deterioration of exterior or interior finishes.   
 
“Through Cathedral of the Pines Foundation’s “Healing-In-Nature” programming, the revitalization of 
our 150-year-old Cathedral House & Barn will enhance our mission to honor and respect ALL Veterans 
as well as our ability to bring peace, tranquility, and inspiration to ALL our visitors. This grant will help 
us preserve the historic nature and environmental beauty of our grounds and support essential 
roof-repairs, creating a highly visible jump-start to this ambitious renovation project,” said Trip 
Anderson, Strategic Development Consultant, Cathedral of the Pines 
 
Salisbury, Salisbury Historical Society, Hearse House Museum (1885) 
 
The Hearse House Museum welcomes visitors throughout the summer weekends and is focused on 
ensuring the continued relevance and appeal of Salisbury Heights. The museum serves as a testament to 
the rich history of the community and plays a vital role in community engagement and education. This 
$5,000 grant will aid in the exterior paint project that will help preserve the building for future 
generations as well as create a welcoming environment. 
 
“The Salisbury Historical Society, as stewards of Salisbury's 1885 Hearse House, recognizes its 
significance as a tangible link to our community's past. Situated among four historical buildings, this 



 
 
structure, now a museum housing the town's original horse-drawn hearse, necessitates external 
restorative cleaning, priming, and painting to secure its future and reaffirm its identity within the 
Salisbury Heights community. We welcome visitors during the summer months and thank the NH 
Preservation Alliance and the 1772 Foundation for their invaluable leadership and support,” said Sharyn 
Goddard, Trustee, Salisbury Historical Society 
 
Union, Union Village Community Association, Lyle Drew Mill – Steam Engine Room (1931) 
 
The footing of the exterior wall of the Steam Engine Room at the Lyle Drew Mill was not set effectively 
and has rolled, resulting in a rotted sill and uprights. This $2,500 grant will help repair the physical 
structure of the Steam Engine Room. The immediate effect will be the ability to include this part of the 
facility on tours given each year in the “Lyle Drew Mill Days” and throughout the summer months on 
weekends. It will also bring the facility one step closer to being a Community Resource for other events. 
 
“The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance/1772 Grant brings added support to our efforts to restore the 
Drew Mill’s “Power Plant Wing” with its 1890s era stationary Fitchburg Steam Engine. Preserving this 
element of the Mill brings us one step closer to realizing a working museum which will demonstrate the 
breadth of hydro-technology rooted in the 19th century,” said Dick House, Director, Union Village 
Community Association. 
 
 
 

 


